
 

   
 

Research Development Fund  

Special Call for Allied Health Professionals (AHPs) 

Guidance Notes - May 2026 

 

Background 

The BHF CRC has established a fund to support project development in clinical research. 
This funding round is a Special Call dedicated specifically to Allied Health Professionals 
(AHPs). We encourage bids from UK-based research teams led by an AHP. Each 
application, as part of the submission, must have attracted the support of at least one of 
our national Research Groups (RG). 

 

Aims and Objectives 

The aim of this fund is to support the development of ideas or gather pilot data in 

preparation for a larger clinical study program. Examples might include:  

• Assessment of clinical research priorities (including service user reviews) 

• Systematic reviews 

• Grant targeting and preparation 

• Collecting meaningful pilot data   

• Study development – collaborative work to develop a study protocol, optimise a 
study design and analysis plan 

Potential applicants should note that we do not support: 

• Basic science projects 

• Extensions to or support of funded projects (including research teams in receipt of 

strategic funding)   

• Stand-alone, smaller-scale clinical research with no clear link to a specific future 

project 

We want to fund something that: 

• Tackles an important question, as judged by the RG(s) 

• Provides a clear stepping-stone to a larger study of real import 

• Might otherwise not happen, or happen soon, without this grant 

 

For more information on past awards and the types of projects that were funded, click 

here. 
 

Application Scoring 

Applications will be scored with consideration in the following domains: 

Potential value of the project to aid the development of future 

research activity (NB This score is weighted by a factor of x1
6
 

n/5 

(weighted n/7.5) 

https://bhfcrc.org/research-development-fund-awarded-projects/
https://bhfcrc.org/research-development-fund-awarded-projects/


 

   
 

Importance and relevance of the clinical question to be addressed  n/5 

Methodological rigour of the proposed work  n/5 

Likelihood of project completion in the specified timescale (includes 

a consideration of the strength and cohesion of the research team)  
n/5 

Value for money: Is this grant crucial to enabling the project; 

Reviewers may suggest options for cost reduction   
n/5 

Developing UK clinical research: We encourage applications that 

demonstrate the involvement and training of early stage researchers  

(NB This score is weighted by a factor of x1.5)   

n/5 

(weighted n/7.5) 

Total n/35 

 

Award 

Funding is available up to a maximum of £12,500, however applicants need to consider 

that projects are assessed on ‘value for money’. 
 

Application Process 

• Applicants must seek the formal support of one of the BHF CRC RGs (found here) to 
act as ‘Lead RG’ for the bid; this RG must provide a letter of support, accepting this 
role.  

• Other RGs may also offer support (and letters of support can be included with the 
application), but one RG must be named as the Lead RG of the project. 

• Applications should be made on the appropriate form and sent to the BHF CRC by 
email to: enquiries@bhfcrc.org 

• Each RG can only sponsor two applications in any round of awards.  In the event of 
three or more bids being made in the name of an RG, then this RG will review the 
applications and select and prioritise up to 2 bids which will then go forward to the 
BHF CRC Steering Group (SG) for final scoring. 

• The BHF CRC is committed to fostering a clinical research community. To support this 
aim, we encourage Lead Investigators to register on the BHF CRC National Clinical 
Research Database. Although this will not affect your score, being part of the 
database can help you in your research and any future research activities. To have 

more info about the database and register, click here.  
 

Schedule of Events 

Round opens 18th May 2026 

https://bhfcrc.org/resources/
mailto:enquiries@bhfcrc.org
https://bhfcrc.org/bhf-crc-national-clinical-research-database-patients-and-public-researchers/


 

   
 

Closing date for submission to BHF CRC  17th August 2026  

Review and scoring by Steering Group completed by 1st October 2026 

Notification of award decisions 30th October 2026 

Final date for transfer of award funds 11th January 2027 

Projects must be completed by 20th July 2028 

 

Supported Expenditures & Budgeting Guidance: 

Applications are assessed heavily on ‘Value for Money’, and reviewers may suggest options 

for cost reduction. 

Eligible Costs (What We Fund): 

• Investigator & Research Staff Time / Buy-Out: Directly allocated staff costs and 

funding to buy out clinical time (substantive NHS posts) to grant protected research 

time for Allied Health Professionals. This covers the full direct cost of employment 

(basic salary plus standard employer contributions such as National Insurance and 

superannuation/pension). 

• Direct Preparatory Costs: Costs associated with systematic reviews, consensus 

meetings, stakeholder workshops, service-user reviews, or protocol development 

meetings. 

• Pilot Data Collection Costs: Software licenses, survey administration tools, or 

direct costs necessary to collect meaningful pilot/feasibility data. 

• Patient & Public Involvement (PPI): Expenses related to early public and patient 

engagement or involvement activities. 

• Travel & Consumables: Project-specific travel and consumables directly required to 

deliver the work. (Note: Reviewers will assess value for money and look favourably 

upon items that cannot be easily funded elsewhere or assets that remain of value 

beyond the project). 

Ineligible Costs (What We Do NOT Fund): 

• Institutional Overheads & Estates: Indirect costs, estates, facilities, HR provision, 

or overhead percentages under Full Economic Costing (fEC). Host institutions are 

expected to provide the overarching research infrastructure for these modest 

pump-priming awards.  

• Basic Science / Laboratory Research: Fundamental laboratory science projects.  

• Education or Training Projects: Bids that are primarily focused on clinical teaching, 

educational platforms, or training interventions rather than clinical research 

development.  

• Extensions or Strategic Funding: Supporting existing funded projects or research 

teams currently in receipt of strategic funding.  

• Stand-Alone Small Clinical Studies: Independent, smaller-scale clinical research 

that lacks an explicit, strategic link to a future larger study, grant, or fellowship 

application. 



 

   
 

Note: While budget figures do not need to be final at the point of application, a basic 

expenditure breakdown is mandatory in Section e of the application form. 

 

Miscellaneous  

• Projects must be completed within 18 months of being awarded funding. 

• Project teams must produce an end of project report (template will be provided). 

• Applicants may be asked to present their project bid to the SG and/or answer 

questions relating to their bid. 

 

Encouraging Patient and Public Involvement 

The BHF CRC is committed to integrating the patient and public voice into clinical 

research. While we don't expect a full patient and public involvement (PPI) plan for these 

early-stage projects, we do encourage you to start thinking about how you might involve 

patients and the public in your research. 

Considering the patient perspective from the outset can help strengthen your proposal and 

will prepare you for future grant applications, where PPI is a key requirement. This is not 

a scoring criterion, but we offer dedicated support and guidance to help you embed the 

patient perspective effectively when you're ready. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions (Q&A) 

Q: Can this fund be used to support preparatory work for a PhD or Doctoral Fellowship 

application? 
A: Yes! Preparatory work (such as pathway readiness assessments, feasibility work, or pilot 

data collection) designed to de-risk and strengthen a future PhD or Doctoral Fellowship 

application is fully within the scope of this call. We strongly encourage applications that 

support career development for Allied Health Professionals. 

Q: Can the fund be used to buy out clinical time? 
A: Yes. Funding can be requested to buy out clinical time from a substantive NHS post to 

secure protected research time for the project. 

Q: Are Investigator time and staff costs eligible to claim? 
A: Yes, directly allocated Investigator time and research staff costs are eligible expenses 

under this fund. 

 

Q: Are educational platforms or technology-enhanced teaching projects eligible for 

funding? 
A: No. The Research Development Fund is strictly dedicated to supporting clinical research 

development. Projects whose primary purpose is education or teaching (e.g., remote 

surgical training platforms) fall outside our remit. 

Q: How detailed does the cost breakdown need to be in the application form? 

A: In Section e of the application form, you must provide a basic breakdown of how you 

plan to spend the funds. While we understand figures are estimates at this stage and may 

be refined later, a clear baseline cost breakdown is a strict requirement for submission. 



 

   
 

 

Q: How do I get support from a BHF CRC Research Group (RG)? 
A: You must reach out to the specialist society or Research Group (RG) relevant to your 

project area to request formal support before applying. You can view the list of RGs here. 

If you are unsure which group best fits your project, please contact us at 

enquiries@bhfcrc.org, and we can help put you in touch with the appropriate group. 

 

Q: Does this fund cover Full Economic Costs (fEC) or institutional overheads? 
A: No, as a charity-funded small grant scheme, we do not pay indirect costs, estates, or 

full economic costs (fEC). Bids should only include direct research costs. 

 

Q: Can an international or non-UK collaborator (e.g., based at an Irish university) be 

included in a bid?  
A: Yes, provided that the Lead Applicant and host institution are UK-based, and the 

research remains focused on improving UK clinical research and care. All awarded funds 

must be paid directly to the UK recipient institution, which holds full responsibility for 

distributing funds to international partners and managing all associated legal and financial 

arrangements. 

 

Q: Do I need formal Ethics / NHS REC Approval before applying for this grant? 
A: No, formal approval does not need to be in place at the time of application. However, 

if your development project requires ethics approval, funding will only be released once 

evidence of appropriate approvals is provided. 

 

Q: Are conference travel and Open Access publication costs covered? 

A: Our primary focus is funding development work, buy-out time, and pilot data 

collection. While minor dissemination costs directly related to stakeholder consensus can 

be included, large publication fees or general conference travel should be kept to a 

minimum to maintain high "value for money". 

 

Q: Can an AHP be a Lead Applicant if they hold an honorary NHS/University contract? 

A: Yes, provided the lead applicant is an AHP based in the UK and has institutional support 

from their host organisation to deliver the 18-month project. 

Q: Can one Research Group (RG) support more than two applications? 

A: An RG can act as a secondary supporter on multiple bids, but an RG can only act as the 

"Lead RG" on a maximum of 2 applications per round. If an RG receives more than 2 

requests, they will internalise a review to select their top two.) 

 

Q: What happens if my project finishes early or takes less budget than awarded? 
A: Unspent funds must be returned to the BHF CRC at the end of the 18-month period 

following submission of the end-of-project report. 
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